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Key Points

Current drought status: Near to below average precipitation in April has allowed severe to exceptional drought conditions to
continue across northern Arizona.

Fuel Conditions: Energy Release Component (ERC): ERCs are generally near to slightly above average for this time of year.

Temperature and Precipitation Outlooks:
May — Odds favor drier than average conditions across eastern Arizona and near the Arizona/Utah border. Otherwise,

equal chances exist for above, near, or below normal precipitation across the rest of the state. Odds favor warmer than

average conditions across Arizona.
May through July — Equal chances exist for above, near, or below normal precipitation across Arizona. Odds favor

warmer than average conditions across Arizona.
July through September — The extended outlook favors above normal temperatures, with odds tilted in favor of a wetter

than average monsoon season across Arizona.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook: Above normal significant wildland fire potential is forecast across all of Arizona in
May and June. With wetter than average conditions favored by July, the significant wildland fire potential should become normal

by then.



Drought Monitor Comparison
2021 (Current) 2020

U.S. Drought Monitor May 4, 2021 U.S. Drought Monitor
A r i ZO n a (Released Thursday, May. 6, 2021) A r izo n a

Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | D0-D4 | D1-D4 [ D2-D4 JucEeZ i ety

Cument 0.00 |100.00|99.02 | 94.62 | 86.56 | 57.79

Last Week
o220 0.00 |100.00|99.02 | 94.62 | 86.56 | 57.79 4

3 Months Ago
it 0.00 (100.00|98.92 | 94.60 | 84.77 | 53.66
Start of

Calendar Year | 0.00 (100.00{100.00| 98.34 | 93.86 | 72.69
12:25:2020
Start of

Wiater Year | 0.00 |100.00{100.00| 93.97 | 69.95 | 3.37
09-29-2020

One YearAgo 550 | 19.40 | 13.45 | 677 | 0.00 | 0.00
05052020

Intensity.

[Inone [ b2 severe Drought
[_IpoAbnormallyDdry Il D3 Extreme Drought
[_]01Moderate Drought [Jll D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https://droughtmonitor.unl. edu/About aspx

Author:
David Simeral
Western Regional Climate Center

droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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May 5, 2020
(Released Thursday, May. 7, 2020)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT
Drought Conditions (Percent Area)
None | D0-D4 | D1-D4 | D2-D4 [[scRs Y Se¥Y

Cument 80.60 | 19.40 (1345 [ 677 | 0.00 | 0.00

Last Week

04282020 80.60 | 19.40 (1345 [ 677 | 0.00 ( 0.00

3MonthsAgo | 7037 | 59 63 | 23.00 | 14.65 | 0.00 | 0.00
02042020

Start of
Calendar Year | 70.37 | 29.63 | 23.00 | 16.73 | 0.00 | 0.00
12:31:2019

Start of
Water Year 5.00 (95.00 (80.99 | 25.66 | 0.00 | 0.00
10-01-2019

One YearAgo | o334 | 4569 [ 450 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
0507.2019

Intensity:

[ None [ b2 severe Drought
[ ] oo AbnormallyDry  [HIlll D3 Extreme Drought
[_1 D1 Moderate Drought  [Jll D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condtions.

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:/droughtmonitor.unl. edu/About .aspx

Author.
Brad Pugh
CPC/NOAA

R

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Comparing the latest drought monitor to the one from this time last year shows how drought conditions worsened across Arizona. Currently

100% of the entire state is in a drought, as opposed to 20% of the state this time last year.
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Arizona Drought Monitor Timeline and Fires
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The image above is a timeline of the percent area of drought across the entire state of Arizona and fires that occurred during specified years.
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2021 (Current) 2020
Precipitation Percent of Average

January-March 2020
Average Period: 20" Cemuy

Winter Precipitation % of Normal Comparison

Precipitation Percent of Average
January-March 2021
Average Period: 20™ Century

National Centers for
Environmental
Information

National Centers for
Environmental
Information

75 100 125 150 175 200 250
Data Source: Skm Grdded Dataset (ClimGrid)

Created: Tue Apr 06 2021
At or below normal precipitation kept drought conditions about the same across the state. Note that generally near to above normal

precipitation was observed this time last year.



Energy Release Component (ERC) Graphs
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ERCs are generally near average across all of Arizona.
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May CPC Outlook

Precipitation Outlook
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Probability of Below Probability of Near-Normal

May will have odds favoring drier than average conditions across eastern Arizona and near the Arizona/Utah border. Otherwise, equal chances
exist for above, near, or below normal precipitation across the rest of Arizona. Odds favor warmer than average conditions.
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90-day (May-June-July) CPC Outlook A Flagatatt
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Precipitation Outlook
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The 90-day (May, June, July combined average) outlook indicates equal chances for above, near, or below normal precipitation across
Arizona. Odds favor warmer than average conditions across the state.
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90-day (July-Aug-Sept) CPC Outlook
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Precipitation Outlook
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-
The 90-day (July, August, September monsoon season combined average) outlook indicates odds tilted in favor for above normal

precipitation across Arizona. Odds favor warmer than average conditions across the state.
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook & Fiagetar

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
June 2%21
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Significant Wildland Fire Potential
Above NOMMal ey G€0Graphic Area AboOVe NOMal e G€0Graphic Area
Boundary Boundary
.| BelowNormal _____Predictive Services PREDICTIVE] | BelowNormal ____ Predictive Services PREDICTIVE
Area Boundary SERVICES Area Boundary SERVICES
‘:’ Normal |:| Normal
— State Border Map produced by — State Border Map produced by
Predictive Services, Predictive Services,
National Interagency Fire Center National Interagency Fire Center
Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur. Boise, Idaho Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur. Boise, Idaho
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions. Issued May 1, 2021 Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions. Issued May 1, 2021
Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods Next issuance June 1,2021 Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods. Next issuance June 1,2021

In May and June, all of Arizona is expected to have above normal significant wildland fire potential.
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
July 2%)21

Significant Wildland Fire Potential
ADOVE NOMA| e O€091@PNIC Area

r— Boundary

‘ Below Normal Predictive Services ]

Area Boundary SERVICES
\:’ Normal

State Border Map produced by
Predictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center

Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur. Boise, Idaho
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions Issued May 1, 2021
Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods. Next issuance June 1,2021

With odds tilted in favor of a wetter than average July, near normal significant wildland fire potential is forecast by then.
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Summary

Current drought status: Near to below average precipitation in April has allowed severe to exceptional drought conditions to
continue across northern Arizona.

Fuel Conditions: Energy Release Component (ERC): ERCs are generally near to slightly above average for this time of year.

Temperature and Precipitation Outlooks:
May — Odds favor drier than average conditions across eastern Arizona and near the Arizona/Utah border. Otherwise,

equal chances exist for above, near, or below normal precipitation across the rest of the state. Odds favor warmer than

average conditions across Arizona.
May through July — Equal chances exist for above, near, or below normal precipitation across Arizona. Odds favor

warmer than average conditions across Arizona.
July through September — The extended outlook favors above normal temperatures, with odds tilted in favor of a wetter

than average monsoon season across Arizona.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook: Above normal significant wildland fire potential is forecast across all of Arizona in
May and June. With wetter than average conditions favored by July, the significant wildland fire potential should become normal

by then.



